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A Monthly Publication for Temple Beth-El,  

Las Cruces, New Mexico 

Shabbat  

Services 

(See Page 2) 
¶ Friday, April 1-

FAMILY SHABBAT    

SERVICE at 6 pm,        

followed by a 

dairy/vegetarian potluck 

dinner at 6:45 pm.   

¶ Friday, April 8ð

Shabbat Service at 7 

pm, followed by a       

renaming/dedication of 

the David Steinborn    

Social Hall as the        

Oneg Shabbat begins    

¶ Friday, April 15ð

Shabbat Service at 7 pm   

¶ Friday, April 22-No ser-

viceðFirst Night Pesach 

Seders in homes 

¶ Friday, April 29ðLast 

night of Pesach service ï

7:00 pm 

**************** 

Saturdays 

Talmud Study at 9:00 am 

Shabbat Service   

at  10:15 am,  followed by  

a potluck Kiddush 

************** 

First Morning of Passover 

service on Saturday,       

April 23 at 10:15 am 

(Congregational Seder that 

night at 6pm) 

************** 

Last Morning of 

Passover service 

on Saturday,      

April 30 at  

             10:15 am 

Temple Beth-Elôs Second Night  

Passover Seder will be hosted by  

TBE Sisterhood at  

Picacho Hills Country Club  

on Saturday, April 23, 2016 at 6:00 pm  

See page 7 for the reservation form 

(which has also been mailed  

to congregants).  

See page 6 for information about ticket sales, providing 

Silent Auction prizes, opportunities to volunteer, and 

more!!!   Help us to make this Temple fundraiser a  

success and a FUNraiser for the entire community! 
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Please note:  All 7:00 pm services will include either a Torah 

reading and a sermon/dôvar torah, a brief discussion based on 

the Torah portion, a compilation of prayers and/or songs on 

the theme of the Torah portion, or a brief Dôvar Torah that 

offers an insight based on the parashah for the week.    

 

Friday, April 1 

6:00 pm   Family Shabbat Service FOR ALL AGES!              

Erich Zameret will represent the Board of Trustees.  

6:45 pm    Dairy/Vegetarian Potluck Shabbat Dinner  

 

Saturday, April 2 

9:00 am   Lay-led Talmud Study 

10:15 am  Shabbat Morning Service 

Parashat Shemini  Leviticus 9:1-11:47 

(Shabbat Parah Numbers 9:1-22) 

Haftarah Ezekiel 36:16-38 

 

Friday,  April 8  

7:00 pm  Shabbat Evening ServiceðRabbi Karol will speak on 

ñOld Rules, New Rules.ò Leslie Glater, Dan Tapper and 

Judy Long will sponsor the Oneg Shabbat.   Leslie Glater 

will  represent the Board of Trustees.   THERE WILL BE 

A DEDICATION OF THE SOCIAL HALL AS THE     

DAVID STEINBORN SOCIAL HALL AT THE             

BEGINNING OF THE ONEG SHABBAT.  

Saturday, April 9  

9:00 am   Lay-led Talmud Study 

10:15 am  Shabbat Morning Service and Potluck Kiddush 

Parashat Tazria   Leviticus 12:1-13:59 

Haftarah  Ezekiel 45:16-46:18 

(Shabbat Hachodesh Numbers 28:9-15, Exodus 12:1-20) 

 

Friday, April 15  

7:00 pm     Shabbat Evening ServiceðRabbi Karol will speak 

on ñOur House is a Very Fine House,ò Oneg Shabbat spon-

sored by Barbara Berger and Diane Bass.   Renee Frank 

will represent the Board of Trustees.  

Saturday, April 16 

9:00 am   Lay-led Talmud Study 

10:15 am  Shabbat Morning Service and Potluck Kiddush  

Parashat Metzora  Leviticus 14:1-15:33 

Haftarah Shabbat Hagadol Malachi 3:4-24 

 

Friday, April 22 is the first night of Passover. There will be 

no evening service at Temple. It is customary in almost all 

congregations to facilitate the home celebration of Passover 

(when the first night is a Friday night) if that is not the night 

of a congregational Passover Seder. If anyone would be will-

ing to host extra guests at their seder, or if you are looking 

for a seder to attend, please contact Rabbi Karol at Temple 

(rabbi@tbelc.org) and he will try to match you to a home 

that night.  

Worship Schedule 
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Saturday, April 23 

FIRST MORNING OF PESACH SERVICE  
9:00 am Lay-led Talmud Study 

10:15 am Service and Potluck Passover Kiddush  

Parashah for Pesach Exodus 12:21-51  

Haftarah Joshua 5:2-6:1  

 

Second Night Passover Seder ¸see pages 1 and 7  

 

Friday, April 29 
7:00 pm Last night of Passover service, including excerpts 

from the Song of Songs, the scroll assigned to Passover.  

Rabbi Karol will speak on ñLove and freedom: together 

again.ò Oneg Shabbat sponsored by Brenda Parish and Paula 

Kramer. Monika Kimball will represent the Board of Trus-

tees.  

 

Saturday, April 30  

LAST MORNING OF PESACH SERVICE,  

Including Yizkor/memorial prayers  
9:00 am Lay-led Talmud Study 

10:15 am Service and Passover Kiddush  

Parashah for Pesach Deuteronomy 14:22-16:17  

Haftarah Isaiah 10:32-12:6  

 

Wednesday, May 4ð5:30 pm  

Memorial candlelighting and prayers for Yom Hashoah, 

Holocaust Remembrance Day, led by our Hebrew School 

students and other congregants.   

 

Friday, May 6 

6:00 pm   Family Shabbat Service FOR ALL AGES!       

Dave Zeemont will represent the Board of Trustees.  
6:45 pm    Dairy/Vegetarian Potluck Shabbat Dinner  

 

Saturday, May 7  

9:00 am Lay-led Talmud Study 

10:15 am  Shabbat Morning Service and Potluck Kiddush 

Parashat Acharei Mot  Leviticus 16:1-18:30 

Haftarah I Samuel 20:18-42  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2015-2016 

President-Monika Kimball 

Vice-President-Allen Blum  

 Secretary-Ellen Torres 

Treasurer-Paul Feil  

David Fishman       Mark Saltman      

Diane Fleishman  Renee Frank          

Ned Rubin   Erich Zameret  Ann Berkson    

David Zeemont (Mensch Club) 

Leslie Glater (Sisterhood) 

 Rabbi Lawrence P. Karol 

*********************************** 

The next Board of Trustees Meeting will be held on 

Thursday, April 28 at 7pm.  
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Message from Rabbi Karol 
 "Do not oppress the stranger, for you know 
the feelings of the stranger, having yourselves 
been strangers in the land of Egypt." (Exodus 
23:9) 
     "You shall not wrong a stranger or oppress 
him/her, for you were strangers in the land of 

Egypt." (Exodus 22:21) 
   "When a stranger lives with you in your land, do not mis-
treat him/her. The stranger living with you must be treated 
as one of your native-born. Love him/her as yourself, for 
you were strangers in Egypt. I am the Eternal One, your 
God."  (Leviticus 19:33-34) 
    "In every generation, we should see ourselves as if we 
went free from Egypt." (Passover Haggadah)  
    Passover is coming once again.   Along with members of 
Jewish communities all over the world, we will prepare and 
join together for Passover Seders.   Many will change their 
diet for the week, choosing their own ways in which to ful-
fill the command to refrain from eating leavened foods as a 
way of remembering an ancient flight to freedom.  Some 
will invite friends and neighbors who are not part of the 
Jewish community as guests to the Seder as a way of shar-
ing a time-honored Jewish tradition, while performing the 
mitzvah of hachnasat orchim, welcoming guests/
hospitality.   When our own Passover table reflects the di-
versity of the greater community, it offers us an opportunity 
to spread the message of liberation and liberty.   
     The central value of Passover, overcoming oppressors 
and oppression, is embodied in the very observance of the 
Seder.  By remembering that "we were slaves," and declar-
ing that, "now we are free," we are called upon to look out 
to the human community, in the here and now, and to make 
a difference in the ongoing struggle for freedom.  
    This message of Passover is based upon statements in the 
Torah about how we are to view the most vulnerable mem-
bers of society because ñwe were slaves.ò  To know and 
relate to the feelings of another person is a call to show 
mercy and compassion to someone in need without judging 
or dismissing that person's predicament.  These teachings 
about showing empathy towards individuals in dire straits 
direct us to refrain from viewing other members of society 
with disdain, arrogance, prejudice, or hatred.     
    Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks has cited a passage from 
Deuteronomy (Chapter 10, verses 16 through 19) to 
strengthen this ancient reminder of how God wants us to 
reach out to others with generosity and mercy ñbecause we 
were slavesò:  "Cut away, therefore, the thickening about 
your hearts and stiffen your necks no more.  For the Eternal 
your God is God supreme and Lord supreme, the great, 
mighty and awesome God, who shows no favor and takes 
no bribe, but upholds the cause of the fatherless and the 
widow, and befriends the stranger, providing food and 
clothing.  You too must befriend the stranger, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt."   
    Each of us may choose, if we wish, to combat all types 
of  oppression that surround us and to alleviate suffering.  
We may devote ourselves to opposing anti-Semitism and 
other expressions of bigotry directed towards particular 
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groups of people.   We may pursue a variety of strategies to 
stand up to bullying or abuse of power in all sorts of con-
texts.   We may donate food and clothing for people in need 
through local agencies in which congregants already partic-
ipate.   We may work for equality and fairness locally and 
throughout the world. We may consider avenues to assist 
people fleeing from oppression and violence. We may 
simply sit and listen to stories of people inside and outside 
our community to broaden our own body of knowledge and 
awareness of the wide range of possibilities for how we can 
live our lives and how we can deal with challenges and cel-
ebrate the joys that come our way.    
    At Temple Beth-El, our celebration of Passover will be 
preceded by the opening of our Temple doors for the Jew-
ish Food and Folk Festival on April 17.   That event bears 
many similarities to the Pesach Seder.  It includes a presen-
tation of Jewish foods, music, participation by people of all 
ages, and highlighting the ties that bind all people together 
simply by welcoming guests into our community home.   
This program offers us a way to raise awareness among our 
neighbors about who we are, with the hope that the under-
standing engendered through our efforts will lead to greater 
sharing in the days to come.  
    As we sit down at our Seder tables, may we give thanks 
for what we have and identify the messages and values we 
can share with the greater community and with the world.  
By seeing ourselves as having been freed from slavery, the 
lessons we learn from this festival can enable us to move 
into the future with confidence, compassion, resolve, and 
hope.   An early Chag Samayach!  

Lôshalom, 

Rabbi Larry K.  

See Rabbi Karolôs blog  

at rabbilarrykarol.blogspot.com. 

Whether itôs 

Purim or     

Pesach,         

we have    

much to      

celebrate!!!! 

Chag  

 Samayach!!! 
 

Rabbi Karol  

led ñA Seder for     

Justice and 

Peaceò at  

St. Andrewôs 

Episcopal  

Church on  

March 24, 2016 
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Presidentôs Message 

April 2016 
To paraphrase Garrison Keillor, 

itôs been a quiet month in Las Cru-

ces. While many parts of the coun-

try and the world are suffering 

from natural as well as man-made 

disasters, we here in our little 

town have been fortunate. This once again brings me 

to the notion of gratitude. Iôve always felt that, if you 

are not grateful for what you have, you really donôt 

deserve additional blessings. Of course, gratitude 

should not be offered with the purpose of receiving 

further rewards, but genuine daily meditation to enu-

merate the many good things in our lives is not only  

done in homage to our G-d, but also therapeutic for 

our mental well-being. Grateful people are generally 

happier and at peace with themselves and that, in 

turn, affects others around them. To cite one exam-

ple, at  Friday night Shabbat services, the Rabbi elic-

its responses from congregants regarding the past 

weekôs positive occurrences in their lives for which 

they are grateful. He and the entire congregation en-

joy taking part in the shared good feeling of grati-

tude. What a lovely way to welcome the Sabbath. 

 

With gratitude in mind, we also recall the blessed 

memory of David Steinborn who left a significant 

legacy of generosity at Temple Beth-El. I only met 

David three times, but learned rather quickly that he 

stands out as a giant in the shulôs history. His good 

deeds are too numerous to recount here, but it is clear 

that we needed to honor him in some way. His wife 

Vivian had explicitly requested that no memorial ser-

vice be conducted, so the board  of trustees voted to 

name the social hall after him. It will forthwith be 

known as The David Steinborn Social Hall and the 

formal dedication will take place during the Oneg 

Shabbat on Friday, April 8, 2016. I would like to 

extend a special invitation to all of you to attend. 

With good wishes for a delightful spring season, and 

with gratitude for your support of our House of G-d,  

I remain yours truly, 

 

Monika  

 

The Batkin Fund  

A History of Giving  

Several congregants have recently asked me about the 

specifics of the Irving Batkin Scholarship Fund, so I 

thought it might be useful to reiterate its function.  

     The original fund was set up by Mike Batkin in honor 

of his grandfather with the explicit purpose of advancing 

Jewish education for Temple Beth-El members. Funds 

used can include a member attending a Jewish summer 

camp, assisting the Religious School, or providing tuition 

assistance for needy students. (There are additional recip-

ient groups. If you are interested, please contact the Rab-

bi). The trustees of the fund are the Rabbi, the President, 

and the Treasurer of the temple.  

      The fund used to be in a Citizens Bank account 

which, due to the low interest rates in recent years, pro-

vided only pennies for the temple. Therefore, based on 

Mike Batkinôs advice and with the approval of the TBE 

board, the fund was signed over to the Jewish Communi-

ty Foundation of El Paso. Mike had suggested that we 

would earn between 4% and 5% interest on the $18,000 

deposited, and when the first yearôs earnings provided 

only half of that, Mike made up the difference. With his 

contribution of $450, we have received $900 to support 

Jewish educational activities this year, as opposed to pre-

vious years during which we earned only a few dollars. It 

is important to note that the proceeds must be used or 

they will revert back to the principal. As there are cur-

rently tuition needs in the Religious School, the fund can 

be of help. The one provision to note is that the recipient 

must be a member of Temple Beth-El. 

     You might remember that, at last yearôs congregation-

al meeting, Mike Batkin made the generous offer to 

match up to $1,800 in donations to the Batkin Fund, and 

he just assured me that this offer still holds true today. A 

few people have responded to the invitation, which have 

promptly been matched by Mike.  I would like to once 

again encourage you to donate to this most worthwhile 

cause. After all, helping to provide support for our young 

in their quest for a Jewish education is a most noble en-

deavor. 

     Finally, I would like to extend Temple Beth-Elôs sin-

cere gratitude to Mike Batkin for his continuing generos-

ity which goes beyond the Irving Batkin Scholarship 

fund. Anytime he is asked, he is ready to aid our various 

needs.  He has contributed to the Brick Walkway and 

Biblical Garden project, and, most recently, to our newly 

created Security Management Fund. His continuing con-

cern for and interest in Temple Beth-El is greatly appre-

ciated. 
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TANAKH STUDY (ISAIAH):  
Led by Rabbi Karol on  

Wednesdays at 10:15-11:20 am  

(No session on April 13) 

 

LAY-LED TALMUD STUDY 
Talmud study meets every Saturday in the Social 

Hall at 9:00 am before the Saturday morning ser-

vice. Prospective students are welcome. Contact 

Erich Zameret or Tanah Hemingway for more information. 

 

Temple Beth-El   

Sisterhoodôs   

Jewish Women's  

Spirituality group,  

led by Susan Lapid,   

is still meeting periodically.  

For more information,  

contact Susan Lapid 496-5758, sblapid@gmail.com or  

Leora Zeitlin 639-4475,  lzeitlin@cs.nmsu.edu.  

On Wednesday, March 2 

at 7:00 pm, Belorussian 

violinist Yevgeny Kutik 

performed and gave a 

presentation about his 

background in a ñMeet the 

Artistò event sponsored by 

the Adult Education Com-

mittee.  Yevgeny was a 

guest performer with the 

Las Cruces Symphony later in the week.  Our audience of 

47 was charmed by Yevgenyôs story.  He played a few un-

accompanied short pieces and spoke about his familyôs 

emigration from Belarus.  Yevgenyôs career began in 2003 

with an appearance with the Boston Pops, after he won 

first prize in the Boston Symphony Orchestra Young Art-

istsô Competition.  Since then, he has appeared worldwide, 

playing solo recitals and concertos with orchestras.  He has 

become a highly sought-after artist on the concert stage, 

captivating audiences worldwide.  

Jim Rosenthalôs Book Discussion group on the short stories 

of Isaac Bashevis Singer (as well as two stories by former 

congregant Gabriel Lampert) met on March 28 for its next-to-

last session in the series.  See page 8  for information on a 

video presentation about Isaac Bashevis Singer on April 4.  

Members of all ages participated in the burial of  

worn sacred books on Sunday, March 6.  
Thank you to   

Susan Fitzgerald, 

Tamar Elhayani 

and Pearie Bruder 

for their help in 

Hamentaschen 

baking this year.  

Hamentaschen 

were included in 

Mishloach Manot 

bags prepared by our Religious School students and were 

served at the Purim Carnival and Dinner on March 23. In the 

photo, Joshua Rosenberg, Sadie Carvlin and Michael Bruder 

are making these Purim delicacies on March 9.  

mailto:sblapid@yahoo.com
mailto:lzeitlin@cs.nmsu.edu
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Temple Beth-Elôs Third Annual  

Jewish Food and Folk Festival!  
    TBEôs largest event of the year, the Jewish Food and 

Folk Festival, is coming back on Sunday, April 17, at 

11am-3pm.  Last year, hundreds of people came through 

our doors to enjoy food and learn about the Jewish cul-

ture.  This year we are adding a few new things to the 

festival.  We are adding CHOCOLATE BABKA to the 

menu.  We will have LIVE klezmer music from the Di 

Kavene Kapelye Klezmer Band, which is traveling from 

Albuquerque to perform for us.  And, in addition to our 

Temple choir and the Mesilla Valley International Folk 

Dancers, our students from the Religious School are offi-

cially on the entertainment schedule to perform! 

    So far, the long-range forecast for April 17 is looking 

better than last year, so we hope to get even more people 

to attend.  Now what we 

need to do is get those 

tickets and SELL SELL 

SELL!  Please let every-

one you know about the 

festival and what a great 

experience everyone 

would have if they 

come.  You can get tick-

ets from the Rabbi in his 

office, or you can contact 

Brenda Parish, at  

bjparish@comcast.net, or 

644-4744.  Fliers that 

you can put up at your 

place of work, place of business or businesses you fre-

quent are also available in the Temple office.  

     Right now we also need donated items for the Silent 

Auction.  Please contact Sue Mazer at smazer2@q.com, 

or 925-922-4481.  The silent auction brings in money at 

no cost to us and is a very vital part of our festival in 

which people enjoy participating.  

    Thank you to all of you who have signed up to volun-

teer.  This event is very organic in the sense that we have 

to do it ourselves!  There will be a critical volunteer 

meeting on Wednesday, April 13, at 6:30 in the social 

hall.  If you have any question about volunteering please 

contact the JFFF Volunteer Coordinator Ellen Torres, 

ellenhowerton@comcast.net 

     Weôre looking forward to sharing another great day 

with you! If you have any JFFF questions, contact event 

co-chairs Rebecca Berkson and Aggie Saltman at  

lcjewishfestival@gmail.com.   

Partying like itôs Adar II 14!!! 

Scenes from our Purim celebration 

on March 23 

Thanks to BETY and to our Purim Spielers  

(and to all who attended) for adding so much joy  

to our celebration! 

mailto:bjparish@comcast.net
mailto:smazer2@q.com
mailto:ellenhowerton@comcast.net

