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A Monthly Publication for Temple Beth-El,  

Las Cruces, New Mexico 

Shabbat Services (See Page 2) 

Friday, March 3- 

Family Shabbat   

Service for Shabbat 

Across America/Canada at       

6 pmðPotluck Dinner             

following 

Friday, March 10-Shabbat Service at 7 pmð

Hadassah Sabbath 

Friday, March 17-Shabbat Service at 7pm  

Friday, March 24-Shabbat Service at 7 pm 

Friday, March 31ðShabbat Service for            

Renewal of Spirit at 7pm  

 

Saturdays 

Talmud Study at 9:00 am,  

Shabbat Service at 10:15 am,   

followed by a potluck Kiddush 
 

Music in Flight 

On Sunday March 5th, at 2 pm, Andrea Or-

zoff, Associate Professor of European Histo-

ry at New Mexico State University, will 

speak on her current book project, Music in 

Flight, which tells the stories of German and 

Austrian classical musicians who fled Na-

zism for Latin America.  
    Andrea Orzoff completed her doctorate from Stanford 

University in 2000.  

      Her book Battle for the Castle: The Myth of Czecho-

slovakia in Europe, 1914-1948 (Oxford University Press 

2009, paperback 2011) was widely reviewed interna-

tionally and praised in the Atlantic and the New York 

Review of Books. Her articles on international organiza-

tions, East and Central European nationalism, cultural 

diplomacy, and propaganda and the mass media have 

appeared in German History, New German Critique, the 

Austrian History Yearbook, Nationalities Papers, and 

Slavic Review. Dr. Orzoff has just finished a set of arti-

cles on the German-speaking chapters of the Interna-

tional PEN Club during the Cold War as well as an 

overview of democracy and democratic internationalism 

in interwar Europe for the Oxford Handbook on Europe 

1900-1945 (2016).  

    Dr. Orzoff has received many awards and fellow-

ships. Her second Fulbright, a Global Flex Fellowship, 

will take her to Germany, Mexico and Peru in 2017 and 

2018. She is also a recipient of awards from the Nation-

al Endowment for the Humanities, the American Coun-

cil of Learned Societies, the Deutscher Akademischer 

Austauschdienst (DAAD, German Academic Exchange 

Commission), the Mandel Center for Advanced Holo-

caust Studies at the US Holocaust Memorial Museum, 

and the International Research and Exchanges Board, or 

IREX.  She has been an invited or keynote speaker at 

Tel Aviv University, Vanderbilt University, Cornell 

University, the University of Oxford, Trinity College 

(Dublin), and Berlinôs Freie Universitªt.   

After finishing Music in Flight, she plans to explore the 

topics of Anglo-American defectors to East Germany 

and East German ties to Latin America.  

   This program is sponsored by the Adult Education 

Committee.   

PURIM 

Saturday,  

March 11, 2017  

at 5:00 pm 
Men, women, and children of all ages, 

costumed or uncostumed, are invited to a 

pizza dinner and Purim carnival 

(sponsored by BETY) followed by  

Purim songs, a Purimshpiel  

(at 6:30 pm) and chanting of an  

excerpt from the megillah.  
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Please note:  All 7:00 pm services will include either a Torah 

reading and a dôvar torah, a brief discussion based on the To-

rah portion, a compilation of prayers and/or songs on the 

theme of the Torah portion, or a brief Dôvar Torah that offers 

an insight based on the parashah for the week.    

Friday, March 3 

6:00 pm   FAMILY SHABBAT AND SHABBAT ACROSS 

AMERICA/CANADA-We will join with congregations 

around the country in hosting members 

of the greater Jewish community and 

congregants in celebrating Shabbat (feel 

free to invite someone to attend!).  This 

service for all ages will take us through 

the Shabbat evening prayers with added 

insights and inspiration.   The service will include birth-

day blessings for January, February and March.       

Erich Zameret will represent the Board of Trustees.  

6:50 pm  Dairy/Vegetarian Potluck Dinner  with brief pray-

er and song before and after dinner.   Sue Brown, 

Marieka Brown and Julie Seton will coordinate the dinner.  

Saturday, March 4 

9:00 am  Talmud Study 

10:15 am Shabbat Morning Service & Potluck Kiddush 

Parashat Terumah Exodus 25:1-27:19  

Haftarah I Kings 5:26-6:13 

 

Friday, March 10 

7:00 pm   HADASSAH SABBATHðmembers of the Las 

Cruces Hadassah chapter will take part in the service.  

If you would like to participate in the service, please 

call Diane Bass at 575 652-4667 or email 

hdbasz2@yahoo.com.  Michele Blum and Dinny Bom-
berg will sponsor the Oneg Shabbat. Susan Michelson will 

represent the Board of Trustees.  

Saturday, March 11  

9:00 am   Talmud Study 

10:15 am  Shabbat Morning service & Potluck Kiddush 

Parashat Tetzaveh Exodus 27:27-30:10 

Shabbat Zachor portionðDeuteronomy 25:17-19 

Haftarah I Samuel 15:2-34 

 

 

Saturday, March 11 

PURIM  

CELEBRATION 

5:00 pm 

Join us for a Pizza 

Dinner and Purim Carnival followed by Purim songs 

and, at 6:30 pm, our annual Purimshpiel!  
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Friday, March 17 

7:00 pm  Shabbat Evening ServiceðRabbi Karol will speak 

on ñFinding our Way Again.ò Shelly and Jerry Silverman 

will sponsor the Oneg Shabbat. Ned Rubin will represent 

the Board of Trustees.  

Saturday, March 18 

9:00 am   Talmud Study 

10:15 am  Shabbat Morning Service, led by Leora Zeitlin and 

Stuart Kelter, followed by a Potluck Kiddush 

Parashat Ki Tissa Exodus 30:11-34:35 

Shabbat Parah Numbers 19:1-22 

Haftarah  Ezekiel 36:16-38 

  

Friday, March 24 

7:00 pm   Shabbat Evening ServiceðRabbi Karol will speak 

on ñCreating our own Sacred Space,ò reporting on his 

experiences at the Central Conference of American Rab-

bis convention that week. Leslie Glater and Pearie Bruder 

will sponsor the Oneg Shabbat.    Dee Cook will repre-

sent the Board of Trustees.  

Saturday, March 25 

9:00 am   Talmud Study 

10:15 am  Shabbat Morning Service & Potluck Kiddush 

Parashat Vayakheil-Pekuday Exodus 35:1-40:38  

Shabbat Hachodesh  Exodus 12:1-20 

Haftarah  Ezekiel 45:16-46:18 

 

Friday, March 31  

7:00 pm   Shabbat Service for Renewal of Spirit, featuring 

special music and prayers for healing within our Shabbat 

liturgy.  Barbara Berger will sponsor the Oneg Shabbat.   

Renee Frank will represent the Board of Trustees.  

Saturday, April 1 

9:00 am  Talmud Study 

10:15 am Shabbat Morning Service & Potluck Kiddush 

Parashat Vayikra    Leviticus 1:1-5:26 

Haftarah  Isaiah 43:21-44:23 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2016-2017 

President-Ellen Torres 

Vice-President-Ned Rubin  

 Secretary-Renee Frank 

Treasurer-Allen Blum 

Ann Berkson    Sue Brown   Pearie Bruder      

Diane Fleishman     Michael Lieberman 

Susan Michelson   Erich Zameret     

Jeff Lewis (Mensch Club) 

Dee Cook (Sisterhood) 

 Rabbi Lawrence P. Karol 

*********************************** 

The next Board of Trustees Meeting will be held on 

Thursday, March 16 at 7pm.  
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Message from Rabbi Karol  

    I recently devoted an evening to watching 

two documentaries aired on PBS which were 

recommended to me.  

    One was "Birth of a Movement," which 

chronicled the protests of African-Americans 

against showings of D.W. Griffith's film, 

"Birth of a Nation." Griffithôs work, based on the book The 

Clansman, by Thomas Dixon, cast citizens of the American 

south as total victims in the Civil War and during the ensu-

ing period of Reconstruction.  The film visually presented 

African-Americans in the worst possible way.   In the book, 

Dixon had advocated for suppression of a number of 

groups in America, including Jews.  The protests did not 

end the showing of the film, but they demonstrated how a 

community could empower itself to make its views known 

to our national leaders.  

     The second program I watched was "American Experi-

ence: Oklahoma City."  On the day of the Oklahoma City 

bombing, I had a morning meeting with Congressman Sam 

Brownback.  While I waited, I watched news reports about 

the bombing on the television in his office. The congress-

man and I spoke briefly about the reports that had come in 

so far.   As we all learned more about Timothy McVeigh 

after the bombing, it became clear that the network of ha-

tred of which he was a part believed that Jews had taken 

over the government, and that Jewish power must be eradi-

cated.  The net effect, for me, of watching those programs 

one-after-the-other was that it was obvious whom these 

groups considered "real Americans." They did not include 

Jews and other non-Christians (actually, non-Protestants) as 

acceptable.   It was as if there was a nearly straight line 

from an earlier version of white supremacy to its more re-

cent incarnation.     

      I have been participating for the last few weeks in a dis-

cussion group (with a diverse membership from the com-

munity) on Dr. Jonathan Sarna's book, American Judaism.   

In this work, he outlines the development of the Jewish re-

ligion in the context of our nation's ever-developing story.  

I came upon this paragraph about the attitudes that pre-

vailed in the 1920s, just before the passage of the Immigra-

tion Act of 1924: "Immigration restrictions that sought to 

restore the nation's ethnic mix to its nineteenth-century 

white Protestant character also aimed directly (though by 

no means exclusively) at Jews. The House Committee on 

Immigration received a report prepared by Wilbur J. Carr, 

the director of the Consular Service, and approved by the 

secretary of state, that described Jews who desired to mi-

grate to the United States as being, among other things, 

óundesirable,ô óof low physical and mental standards,ô 

ófilthy,ô óun-American,ô and óoften dangerous in their hab-

its.ô Resulting legislation never mentioned Jews, and it re-

stricted other óundesirableô immigrants like Italians and 

Slavs no less stringently, while Asians were barred entirely. 
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óChauvinistic nationalism is rampant,ô Louis Marshall, the 

foremost American Jewish leader of his day, recognized. 

óThe hatred of everything foreign has become an obses-

sion.ôò 

    This passage from Dr. Sarna's book reveals how the rac-

ism of the late 1800s and early 1900s targeted Jews as dif-

ferent and outside the mainstream of those who could be 

considered "acceptable Americans."   

    It is difficult to hear those comments from nearly 100 

years ago at this time, when unknown perpetrators have 

phoned in bomb threats to Jewish Community Centers and 

vandals have toppled headstones at Jewish cemeteries in St. 

Louis and Philadelphia. This follows a year when Jewish 

journalists faced horrifying anti-Semitic responses to their 

tweets (with their faces often placed in an image of a gas 

chamber), and white supremacists have been emboldened 

by the current political climate 

    This is most definitely a time to be watchful and vigilant. 

It is not a time to be afraid. Recently, someone sent Temple 

a vase of flowers to express appreciation for our presence 

in the community.  Members of the Islamic Center of Las 

Cruces have personally expressed concern to me about the 

threats against the American Jewish community (concerns 

which I have expressed to them in the past 14 months in 

the wake of threats to their well-being).  People who have 

shown public support for vulnerable groups in our locale 

have asked me if we need a rally in support of the Jewish 

community in the wake of bomb threats against Jewish 

Community Centers and incidents of vandalism in recent 

months.  

     I believe that what we need to do is to realize we are not 

alone.  After officials in our area contacted local Jewish 

institutions in light of recent events, I visited the Alevy 

Chabad Jewish Center and spoke to the teachers who were 

in the building.  I left a note for Rabbi and Mrs.  Shmukler 

(they were not there) that offered a prayer for our well-

being.  Such prayers can help us feel that there is a Pres-

ence that can provide us a sense of protection and security.  

       Purim is coming soon, the holiday on which we mock 

the one who hated the Jews of Persia and cheer for the 

bravery of Mordechai and Esther for standing up for their 

people.    

       It is always time to be like Mordechai and Esther in 

how we view our Jewish identity and in how we can find 

ways to stand against hatred in cooperation with partners in 

the greater local community.   History has taught us that 

those connections can bring us both strength and hope, so 

let us pursue them in the days to come.   

 Lõshalom, 

Rabbi Larry K.  
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Presidentôs Message 
Dear Congregants: 

On February 9-12, I joined more than 50 

presidents and presidents-elect from Re-

form congregations throughout North 

America for the Union for Reform Juda-

ismôs 19th Annual Scheidt Seminar in 

San Diego, CA, to discuss solutions to everyday congre-

gational problems, explore Torah-based governance, im-

prove leadership skills, network, and share successful pro-

gram ideas.  Dozens of additional congregational presi-

dents will attend a second URJ Scheidt Seminar later this 

year in Atlanta, GA. 

    The seminar was established 19 years ago, when Rudi 

and Honey Scheidt partnered with the Union for Reform 

Judaism (URJ). Mr. Scheidt noted that there had not been 

a training opportunity for him when he was president of 

his congregation, Temple Israel in Memphis, TN, and rec-

ognized how helpful it would have been.  

    Seminar participants heard from URJ President Rabbi 

Rick Jacobs and Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 

of Religion (HUC-JIR) President Rabbi Aaron Panken 

about the Reform Movement and how the congregations, 

HUC-JIR and the URJ can work together to strengthen 

congregations. Sharing their expertise with participants 

were Amy Asin, URJ Vice President for Strengthening 

Congregations; Miriam Chilton, URJ Vice President for 

Youth; Rabbi Sam Joseph, HUC-JIR Eleanor Sincheimer 

Distinguished Service Professor of Jewish Education and 

Leadership Development; and Rabbi Lou Feldstein, CEO, 

Dynamic Change Solutions. 

    I attended the Scheidt Seminar to learn much needed, 

valuable information, and to make contacts to help our 

Temple as we move forward in the 21st Century.  The 

overall theme of the four days was ñBuilding a Sacred 

Partnershipò and discovering the ñwhyòðdefining the 

purpose of our devotion and commitment in our syna-

gogues and our congregations.  The emphasis is that we 

are here for the ñwhy,ò not just the ñwhat.ò  

    A sacred partnership is a commitment to building and 

nurturing relationships that elevate the work of leader-

ship to a level of holiness.  Sacred partnerships recog-

nize each of us as individuals and our desire to inspire 

sacred action in our communities.  Sacred partnerships 

are built and nurtured through the Jewish values of mu-

tual respect, trust, honesty, listening, and communica-

tion, transparency, confidentiality, flexibility, and re-

flection. 

    ñThe role of the synagogue president is critically im-

portant to the vitality of modern Jewish life. Presidents 

are the cornerstone of congregational life, inspiring sa-

cred action in their communities, investing in our Jewish 

future, and repairing the world. The knowledge and 

tools these presidents receive at the URJ Scheidt Semi-

nar enable their individual congregations to play essen-

tial roles within the powerful force that is Reform Juda-

ism, as together we help more people lead lives of 

wholeness, justice, and compassion,ò said URJ Presi-

dent Rabbi Rick Jacobs.  

    I continue to thank you all for your dedication and 

work on behalf of Temple Beth-El, to remind you to 

embrace inclusiveness and tolerance, and to continue 

working together to strengthen our Wisdom, Communi-

ty Spirit, Tzedakah, Sacred Purposeðand now I will 

addðand our Sacred Partnerships. 

 Shalom,  

Ellen Torres  

 

Ellen Torres stands with Rabbi Aaron Panken (on the 

left), President of Hebrew Union College-Jewish Insti-

tute of Religion, and, on the right, Rabbi Rick Jacobs, 

President of the Union for Reform Judaism.  

http://urj.org/scheidt/
http://www.urj.org/
http://www.urj.org/
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TANAKH STUDY (ISAIAH):  

Led by Rabbi Karol on  

Wednesdays at 10:15-11:20 am  

There will be no session on March 22. 

LAY-LED TALMUD STUDY 

Talmud students have been meeting every Sat-

urday at 9:00 am for the past 23 years.  New 

students are always welcome. Contact Tanah 

Hemingway (524-4329) or Erich Zameret with 

any questions.  The Saturday morning service 

immediately follows.   

Temple Beth-Elôs   

Jewish Women's Spirituality group,  

led by Susan Lapid,  is still meeting periodically.  

For more information,  

contact Susan Lapid 496-5758, sblapid@gmail.com or  

Leora Zeitlin 639-4475,  lzeitlin@cs.nmsu.edu.  

 

Wise Aging Discussion Group 

Join us on Wednesdays, March 1 and 8 at 7pm 

as we continue a discussion series on the book 

Wise Aging, by Rabbi Rachel Cowan and Dr. 

Linda Thal.  Rabbi Karol will lead these con-

versations. The book is available from Beh-

rman House publishers as well as on  ama-

zon.com and barnesandnoble.com.  Please let 

Rabbi Karol (rabbi@tbelc.org) know if you 

plan to attend. 

American Values, Religious Voicesò -  

A Local Discussion 
On Tuesday, March 7, at 7:30-8:45 pm,  and on Wednesday, 

March 8, at 1:30-2:45 pm, at Temple Beth-El, Rabbi Larry 

Karol will host community conversations on ñAmerican Values, 

Religious Voices.ò  Through this campaign, scholars of religion 

from around the country are sending a letter a day to our newly 

elected and appointed national leaders to highlight the role of 

values in guiding both citizens and leaders.  The daily letters 

can be found at www.valuesandvoices.com (you can subscribe 

to receive one each day via email).    Please email Rabbi Karol 

at rabbi@tbelc.org or call Temple Beth-El at 575-524-3380 if 

you plan to attend one of the sessions of this program.   

Daniel Chejfec, Executive 

Director of the Jewish Fed-

eration of Greater El Paso, 

spoke about his journey 

from Argentina to Texas at 

Temple Beth-El on Febru-

ary 12, 2017.  His talk in-

cluded a wealth of infor-

mation about growing up in 

Argentina and touched on  

events that have shaped and 

affected the Jewish commu-

nity there.  He reflected on 

his service in a variety of 

communities in the United States as well, speaking 

about their strengths and challenges.       

Igor Begelman (clarinet), accompanied by Yoni 

Levyatov on piano, presented a Piatigorsky Foundation 

Concert at Temple Beth-El on Sunday, February 19!  

Dear Temple Beth-El short story lovers:  This is a reminder 

that we will meet on the coming Mondays at 10 a.m. in the So-

cial Hall to discuss the short stories in Sana Krasikov's "One 
More Year."   As always, there is an $18 fee for the series, 

which goes to the temple's Adult Education Program. Also, as al-

ways, I recommend multiple readings of each short story as a way 

to deepen one's reading experience. For me, each reading helps 

decompress the story, allowing me to better appreciate and enjoy 

the author's work - the themes, the characters, the details and, of 

course, the writing. If you plan to attend, please email  

jar529@gmail.com or call 640-3292. I am looking forward to see-

ing and listening to you each week. I'll make the coffee!             

Jim Rosenthal 

mailto:sblapid@yahoo.com
mailto:lzeitlin@cs.nmsu.edu
http://www.valuesandvoices.com
mailto:rabbi@tbelc.org
mailto:jar529@gmail.com
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 &ÏÕÒÔÈ !ÎÎÕÁÌ 

4ÅÍÐÌÅ "ÅÔÈ-%Ì  

*Å×ÉÓÈ &ÏÏÄ  

ÁÎÄ &ÏÌË &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ  

3ÕÎȢ !ÐÒÉÌ ςσȟ ςπρχ 

ρρ !- - σ 0- 
/ÎÌÙ Ô×Ï ÍÏÎÔÈÓ Á×ÁÙȦ  

!ÄÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ Ασ 
&ÏÏÄ ÓÏÌÄ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅÌÙ 
+ÉÄÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ ρς ÆÒÅÅ 

 
7% .%%$ 9/52 (%,0Ȧ  
#ÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÔÈÅÓÅ 4ÅÍÐÌÅ  
ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏȡ 

 
�x��6ÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓ - 2ÏÓÅ *ÁÃÏÂÓ 
ÁÔ ÁÒÅÊÁÙρρͽÉÃÌÏÕÄȢÃÏÍ -!ÄÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
ÆÕÎ ÁÎÄ ÂÒÉÎÇ Á ÂÕÄÄÙ ÏÒ Á  ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅȦ  
�x��3ÉÌÅÎÔ !ÕÃÔÉÏÎ - 3ÕÅ -ÁÚÅÒ 
ÁÔ ÓÍÁÚÅÒςͽÑȢÃÏÍ 

�x��3ÐÏÎÓÏÒÓÈÉÐÓȾ!ÄÓ - 4ÅÒÒÉ 3ÕÇÁÒÍÁÎ ÁÔ ÔÅÒÒÉÓÕÇÁÒÍÁÎςͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ  - !ÓË Á ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ 
ÔÏ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒ ÏÒ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÁÎ ÁÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ &ÏÒÍÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÁÔ ÔÅÍÐÌÅ ÏÒ ÏÎ ×ÅÂȤ
ÓÉÔÅȡ ×××ȢÌÃÊÅ×ÉÓÈÆÅÓÔÉÖÁÌȢ×ÅÅÂÌÙȢÃÏÍ 

�x��0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅÓ - %ÍÉÌÅ %ÌÉÁÓ ÁÔ ÅÍÉÌÅÅÌÉÁÓρφͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍɂÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒȟ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ 
ÓÅÎÄ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÏÎÅ-ÌÉÎÅ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÆÏÒ ÏÎÌÙ ΑρψȦ 

�x��"ÁËÅÒÓ - $ÉÁ 4ÁÙÌÏÒ ÁÔ ÄÉÁÔÁÙÌÏÒτσͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ ÏÒ 2ÕÔÈ 2ÕÂÉÎ 
ÁÔ ×ÒÒÕÔÈυͽÈÏÔÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

�x��!ÄÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ 4ÉÃËÅÔÓ - "ÒÅÎÄÁ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ ÁÔ ÂÊÐÁÒÉÓÈͽÃÏÍÃÁÓÔȢÎÅÔɂ!Ô Ασ ÅÁÃÈȟ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ 
ÂÕÙ ÆÏÒ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÓȦ  

�x��&ÕÒÎÉÔÕÒÅ -ÏÖÅÒÓ - *ÉÍ 2ÏÓÅÎÔÈÁÌ ÁÔ ÊÁÒυςωͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍɂ-ÉÎÏÒ ÂÒÁ×Î ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÈÅÌÐ ÕÓ ÍÏÖÅȟ ÓÅÔ ÕÐȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÁÒ ÄÏ×ÎȢ 

 
(ÅÌÐ ÕÓ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȦ 

×××Ȣ,#*Å×ÉÓÈ&ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌȢ×ÅÅÂÌÙȢÃÏÍ 
#ÈÁÉÒÓȡ  !ÇÇÉÅ ÍÚÁÇÇÉÅÏͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ  Ǫ 2ÅÂÅÃÃÁ "ÅÃÃÁȢÂÅÒËÓÏÎͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 


